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LET TER to Himſelf 


SIR, 
| Have not the Honour to know you any other way 


than by your Writings and CharaQter ; but from 

KK thence I have entertain'd ſuch an args of you, 
that I thought my ſelf obliged to juſtify you'to the 
World in ſuch things as I judged capable of any de- 
fence, and to deſire you to undertake your own vindi- 
cation, where I found my ſelf at a loſs how to ſerve 

ou, 

n Some time ago you obliged the World with a Book, 
Entitled Chrift:anity not Myſterious ; which I perceive 
has given abundance of offence here in England, and 
has drawn upon you the cenſure of the Iriſh Parliament. 
I have heard a great many violent things ſaid agua 
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this Book by Men of all ranks and conditions, and a 
great many Pens have been ingaged in Writing it down ; 
but, notwithſtanding this mighty diſlike, People have 
generally taken to it, Iam very much diſpoſed to bc- 
lieve*that, if they had not been too muc! prejudiced to 
reed1t oyer-with dugcareanf attengion, ang waptey 
patiepce to ſtay fopthe other parts yob prommſd , The 
would hardly have* conveived ſuch terribte appre- 
henſions of your performance,: and conſequently would 
have been more moderate in their reſentments. 

The chief complaint I have met with is againſt the 
Title and Deſtzz of.the Book, Tis an impudent thing, 
I am told, for a Man to publiſh to the World in huge 
Capital Letters, that Chriſt:anjty'is not Myſterious, when 
all Sets and Parties of Chri/t/azs, have agreed to ſpeak 
of the Mpferees of the Chriſtian Religion; and a deſig 
togiroue: this ſeems ta give the lye to all the Fa! hers ank 
Writers of the whole Catholick Church, and to call them 
a Company of Ignorant Fellows, that did not uoder- 
ſtand any thing of the Religion they profeſs. EM 

This 1s a fevere charge-indeed, bur if you prove your 
point, T think; a very unjuſt one; for-errotrs are to he 
appaſed and -confuted, 'be 1they-mover ſo ancient aff 
venerable, and never fo: well effabliſhedcintht: Wortdt'; 
nay, the onger they have Rood:5iand the. wider they 
are ſpread, the more Heroictis' the” Adventures, . who 
lays his Pen to the root of them, and has: the cquratte 
to give the firſt ſtroke towards their fall : And therefore 
the mainControverſy betwixt yowand the ewo Nations 
depends. entitely” upon: the -proof you \have-/given/iof 
what you undertook to demonſtrate xo'the World; 2If 
then"it czn'be ſhewn that you-have made'poud all-you 
prerended toprove in your Book, you wil be in a'grihe 
"oy meaſure 
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meaſure juſtifped, a5 r'the' 2/2» ghd” [EP avcr of yo 
Work;' and We will ſe What can be ſaid for the #4 
nagement of itafterwards!'' | 
Now I'muſt needs pwn , notwithſtanding there arc 
lo; many* eminent Names againit' me, that you have 
gone a great way towards proving the poly you 'pro- 
poſed ro eſtabliſh in'your Book.Chr7/t22u7ty wot Myferious 
15 your Titte,' and your profeſt Deſizn is to make it ap- 
pear that'rhere are mo My#eries in the Chriſtian Religion ; 
but then it is to be remembred that this Title belobtk 
tothe whole undertaking; which is tg confiſt of: three 
Parts; 'at\id*tis as' certain as any Maxirh' whatſoever 
that the'defign cannot be perfe&ed before the conclu- 
ſion of the Work: | 
All ttizr you take upon you to do'in the firſt part of 
your Work, which'is out, 'is to acquaint'us' with the 
two” different" ſighificatisns of the word Afftery ; to 
Shew that there'art'nb W/eries in the Chriftizn Religion 
aceptding to'one ſenſe 'of "the Word, and to aſſure ns 
there are none in the other ſnfe of it,” with a'promiſe 
of proving 'it in the other Parts that are to come ; and 
all this, with ſubmiſſion'to better pacgmmennts Fhumbly 
conceive you have performed ro'x title; on 
* For, im the firſt plate it'mift be allowetl to'be true 
that the word Myſtery; does commonly” ſignify either 
femething which we do not ander/tand, becaaſe it is not diſ- 
covered to us, Or ſomething that we cannot comprehend, or 
fally know after it is ba gy argon” oc 
[Tris likewiſe as plain that there can be wo HIferies in 
Chriftianityin the firft Ggnification'of the Word; becaule, 
the whole Chriſtian Relzzion being Revealed tous in 
the' Scriptures of the New Teſtament, and there being no 
further Diſcoveries to be expetted;it would be very - 
B 2 ur 
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ſurd to ſay, we do not underſtand any part of the Chri- 
ftian Religion upon the account ofits not being Reveak 
ed to us; and therefore for Men who have this Notion 
of Myſtery, to ſay Chriſtianity is Myſterious, is as much as 
to fay,Chriſtianity is not Revealed : which is ſo falſe and 
unwarrantable a Poſition,and fo fully proved to be ſo by 
you, that I hope hereafter, whatever Jews or Deiſts ma 
ſay, there will be no Chriſtians to be found, that wi 
dare to maintain the My/teriouſneſs of Chriſtianity in this 
Senſe. 

But if we conſider Myſtery in the other ſenſe of the 
Word,I muſt confeſs,all theC ur have hitherto had 
eccaſion to Read of, or Converſe with, have thought that 
there were Myſteries in the Chriſtian Religion. Since 
therefore you appear to be ſomewhat Singular in your 
Notions upon this Point, if you pleaſe, we will take a 
more particular account of the Popu/ar Opinion before 
we examine yours, that ſo we may be more capable 
Judges of the difference betwixt them, and of the pre- 
ſent Controverſie that has occaſioned. 

Now the common Opinion concerning the Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion , as far as. I underſtand it, is 
in ſhort this; That there are a great many things de» 
liver'd to us in the Scriptures of the NewTeſtament,which 
without Revelation from God, we ſhould have known 
nothing atall of, and which, as they ſtand there Re- 
veaPd to us, we know now bur i» part :. Some of them 
we look upon to be of ſuch aNature,that we are not able 
in the preſent ſtate.of our Faculties, to conceive beyond 
ſuch a Degree, and which we expe a further Compre- 
henſion of in another ſtate of more PerfeQtion,ſuch as are 
the DoQrines of the Trinity, Incarnation, &c. others 
there are which are but in. part Reveal'd to us,, and 


which 
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which we are capable of knowing further in this'ſtate, 
. if God had been pleaſed to give us a clearer and fuller 
Diſcovery of them, ſuch as are the Prophecies contained 
in the Revelations, and other parts of Scripture, 

| This is the Valgar Faith, to which yours being direQ- 
ly oppos'd, it muſt be this; That there is nothing in 
A but what is fully diſcovered to us, and what 
we fully comprehend ; that we do not now ſee through 
4 Glaſs darkly, but that we perfeQly know, even as we are 
known. 

This is your Opinion, and fince you have kindly pur- 
poſed and intended to make it ours too,T cannot imagi 
what reaſon any body ſhould have to Condemn fo gene- 
rous a Deſign. For my part,l am not of that proud or in- 
vidious Temper to be uneafie under the Honour you are 
like to get by ſo Noble anAtchievemeat,as you are now 
upon; nor am I concerned who it is that informs me ofan 
thing, when I am to be the better for his Information. 
my Author be a good one, *tis all one to me whether he 
be 1riſþ,or whether he beG7eek,orLatin,whether he have 
a long Beard, or none -at all : and therefore, T cannot but 
think you have been a little hardly uſed, to be treated ill 
purely for ſuch a deſigo, as plainly tends toiimprove our 
Underſtandiogs, and enlarge our Knowtledge:” If it> 
deed, you ſhould fail in your Artempt,” 'you'\could hot 
poſſibly expeCt to ſave your ſelf from a great deal- of 
Scorn and Diſgrace, and I cannor-1ay the .ſcurvy uſage 
you would theaprobably meet with would be altogether 
unjuſt, for T-think People have. reaſon 'to-crake it'il? to be 
pur out of their way, and to-be- difturbMl. in- the peace- 
able Poſſeſſioa of Ancient Opinions, by:new: Dottrint 
that cannot make out their claimto be admitted? * * 
 Butthe World has go reaſon to.cry. out agaitiſt you 

yet 
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t aponxthis-aceunt;; for you avenge yetcomety: the 
- ——_— of; your {New Divizity'in that —_ of 'your dif- 
—_— which is already printed'z. you have: 'only- pre 
red the way, andSkirmiſht a little wirhſomie flyi ing TY 
oy in.arder\to;batl,on the: main agumeonts Gich 
 farge in the; froond” party: whithiare tobe barkt 
lrynainedby 2:ftrong} relerve: inthe third,” This 
is your deſign,and-itib per only a defigay' but you give 
us. {uch-maighty.prombiſesiand  Lurarleare briaging this 
deſign Gi poſi body can juſtly doubt but 
r 'ached of your owth; fafficierſt to 
En bet: which oa 'FOU; under wavlcto: ptove'' ir «$6 
Baok belides!whatds beſt & meiitioned; And ehicreldre, 
having.made good every: thing; you rook' upon! you to 
do asfarr as. youate-gone; 0 muſtrieeds fav; tis'a pre- 
judging the;cayſa ta condema you before the other parts 
Fa) :have promiſed ate put our-:* whereupon; {'will '{tfl 
my. jndgmebtof:yout work till 1 have! Srry 
ad wall byean expeftation of ſeeing all'the 
os mha Clotttiu Religiow'unlockt, all Me 
egtes|'of the: New 'F oſtament vafolded, and 
ages of it maſons and 
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1g liveito ſee the:day Shi che Revelation ſhall 
he read yi (9 beundinftoad as ain Hiſtory | 
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opyped; and-iwe ſhall certainly beinform'@-of ever 
ot that rage owhen we Ss have: ſuch et 


we telligible account of the'Triniry that Dr.'S;- and 
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_ Ne bb/ſhadlaproin ; and alt the Unirarions ſubſcribe 
© 9) whey Maimayobe:ebnvilted f:O4ei» 12151) 16 
62fil5"a5 hb oats of Mutder'; and'xhe\ Ag 
Ordſhdl becbtainer:than 47s of Partllapent 1 1099K2 
I muſt confeſs I do not believe any thing of alf this 
ca b#X60ns,” becauſe no bady 'thas! done * any "thing 
HEE Men wor. cans eoporive which a 
v1dgots work if he would vent 
ps :1But this maybe prejudice tn "ot Y fb Fr 
dp ye er ork Man's gents 'by-tmy-ow}"nor 
ts ſpatr”of new diſcoveries-- which avs eſtapett the 
ater capacities'of 'our Anceſtours't” And -thetefore I 
dowr think T have juſt! groimnd c0-find Gault with your 
whrk tillT elit rcleded IN ';\norts he angty Ut the 
reaflineſs of your teffpry, tall itls Qulcovered 'by 
your Hiſbafviaize 'M it and, ''upon" the! ſiifie a 
'thiok 6thers'to blame! who have"eoo' Wiraſly and ſe 
boely &ondema'd' the min deſig and | ſabtes we of your 
BY Fi 11. .7U* Vit 2019 N13 * 
Fi thenext 'ptac en ous ſewhar: airy bs ſaid: in 
defente of tlie Majagetiewt and Conddtt”" {haye 6h4 
ſerved in this affair, '"And Here yell e me leave 
ey freely with you, and: bf ol knbwithat, how 
kf art! ike linedto the' favolydble ſide, 'Tean- 
dt help thinking thatthere are; ſome" partibakits, ind 
which you have not taken ſuch juſt afid meaſures 
as the'njcenefs of your” Babſe@® Tequired ; but where I 
want faffiient matter of Defence, or: have not the ſigh- 
city find it our; T' hope: yy 'wit-tae ccefiob to: ds 
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» eaken notice of to you already in Printy;-and by the help 


of thoſe, you might eaſily find out -others, which to a 
curious and exa&@ Reader would furniſh the like matter 
of exception ; and therefore I ſhall not trouble you'with 


. any remarks of this kind. 


But that which, in my opinion, is the greateſt over- 
e you 
moſt to blame for, is the printing one part 0 dil- 
courſe by it ſelf without the others. For a Paradox 
ſhould never he aſſerted, but it ſhould be at the ſame 
time throughly proved, and therefore it was not ſo pru- 
dently done of you peremptorily to aſſert that Chriſti- 
anity Was not M, eri0us, before you had | phinea y -con- 
founded the My/teriouſneſs of it by dint of powerful Ar- 
ment. You might eaſily have foreſeen that the ver 
Title of your Book, would ſhock a great many hone 
Chriſtians, who came with an intention to read it, and 
very probably to ſuch a degree, that they would not 
have the patience wp any further : But, if they did 
overcome their- prejudices ſo far as to read it over, *twas 
ealy for you to have imagined what their reſentments 
would be when they found a bold Title ſtand naked 
and unſupported by any proof. For to ſet the matter 
in a ſtronger light; ſuppoſe the Title of. ſome Book 
had been Chriſtianity a» Impoſtare, can it be believed 
that a Chriſtian Nation could have bore ſuch an afſertion 
as this, if it had not been irrefragably and unqueſtion- 
ably made out in the Book ? And would not the Author, 
think you, have been juſtly cenſured for it ? Had I 
therefore been one of your Friends, that you had been 
pleaſed $9; coptuE, pon this occaſion , it had been my 
advice to you to publiſh your whole Diſcourſe together, 
(if I had hong fit to adviſe the publiſhing any of * at 
| ) 
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all}and to recommend it to theWorld under a ſofter and 
more unexceptionable Title ; and you ſhould have re- 
ſerved all your ſtrong terms and hardy aſſertions till a 
full and convincing proof of your point had made way 
for their reception. . - 

_ - There isanother miſ-management I have'heard ob- 
jeted to:you, which I cannot wholly excuſe you for,tho? 
I'dont think-it affects the main deſign of your Work 
ſo much as it is imagined by others to do ; and that is 
the obſcarity. of your way of Writing. TFhave often 
heard it urged as an unpardonable thing for a Man to 
pretend to go/.about ro prove that there's nothing' in 
Chriſtianity Myſterious in a Book where every' thing is 
perplex'd and. obſcure,and where common eaſſe Notions 
are deliver'd in ſuch a manner as to be difficultly under- 
ſtood ; but eſpecially your Notions of Reaſon, and Evi- 
dence,and your account of the Original and Progre/z of our 
Kyowleage,which ſeem to be-taken out of a clearWriter, 
were thought to: be ſo confuſed and fo odly forted to- 
gether in your Book, that it was deem*d impoſſible for 
you. to-play your.Game well with ſo ill a hand; upon 
which\occalion it was ſaid, that-you' muſt; go to ' ſtock 
again; iHyou: hoped to make any thing of it. And indeed 
1 was. not able' to deny the charge ; I could not help 
obſerving this fault my ſelf, 'tho* I was willing to lay it 
upon my ownUnderſtanding,till I found my felf oblig*d 
by the general conſent of others to put it to your Ac- 
- However,tho? I have been forced'to allow your Book 
to:be obſcure, and in 'the Phraſe ' of thoſe that ridicule 
ir, Myſterioas; yet I doand- will 'maintain 'to any Man 
that condemns it upon thar account, that this can' be io 


it 


juſt: prejudice to:the Cauſe' you have undertook. For 
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if you can but certainly. prove that Chrifcovity isrion Hye 
ſterious,)t1s no matter how obſagre a Style you write10 » 
if in clearing and brightaing rhe dark-parts of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, ſame obſcurity ſhould ſtick to-the hand 
that does it, what Impeachment is that to; the Work ? 
Qr if you ſhould take all the M/feries- ont of rhe: Scri- 
pture, and-put them into your Book, what's that to any 
body 2 ?*Tis of Importance to have our Religion clear, 
but not your Book. | 
| And ſince I have taken this freedom with you, . give 
me [cave to put you in mind'of another-thing, | which I 
canaot tell. how to account for ; and- that. is the-many 
Infiguations you have againſt the Priefs, as if it was for 
their Advantage to have Myſeries in 4he Chriftian- Relse 
gow... Several things of the: ſame: Nature! I have met 
with in other Books that haye-.come out of late, / and I 
am.puzl'd to know whatall the Authors: of then \mean 
by their common cry . againſt; Prieffs, and laying all 
the 'Tricks and MyReries of Religion at their Doors. 
I defire next time you write, you will be ſokind as to 
inform me,.what good end you propofe to your ſelf by a 
ridiculous Repreſentation of the Order of Przz/thood:; 
and that, /perbaps, may. be a Key: to let-mie into the de- 
ſigni of thoſe. other Writers,'{-Þ know very. well that 
they are Heathen, and Pop Prieſts, that are commonly 
expoſed and inſulted in this-manner ; and I donor deny 
that a great many of them havedeſerved fuchuſage:; but 
why they ſhould be made the common Subje& of Railes 
ry. now, 12 a Country where $he [Priefts have freed 
themſelves from the Bondage of Super fiition rand! Religi- 
ous Craft , where they have reduc'd. Religion ta its 
Primitive Standard, and-conſtantly propae it: to the 
Peopie in the plaineſt, and moſt fimple: Dreſs;  ghis:L 


lay 
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or 0 ve 2 @ = cy ſeems to have ſomething either 
Trik of Mon y irtit. © "For my part; I never read any 
ohe of out 'glfh Divinet who talks of any Myferies, 
which upon cotifillting the Scriptures , I'did not Fnd to 
be Myſteries there as' well as in hisBook; and they ate 
generally ſo far from making C briſtianity more My#ert- 
ons thah it is; thatthey are rather guilty 'of the fault of 
venturing upon too bold Explications of ſuch: things as 
they are not able to comprehend. But W &7 Ho. 
nour, of Advantage is there to be. 
Sappoe the Arritn, Sociien, = as 
Prog Es ; wel 
wo t th tt as" 
os fs ; nr 
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ters that Have apt rd of _ the Defence of our 7»- 

tellefFFucl Pibercy: ave'perfeRt! ly thrown away your time 

and pairs! ant] beeh' - Ma very impertinent, ' thou h1 
own, I rhihk f fortierimes PRA A 

rity to'believe To 7! becauſe Tcafivt othe vey 


ſalf atiy #ccount-of your behyvibur', 'wictour alcribing 
it to ſuch reaſons and'motives as Tam not willing to 
C 2 judge 
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judge you ated upon. Pardon me:therefore; L'tatreqt 
you, that. I am rather inclined to-make.w little: bold, 
with your underſtanding , and to think you imperti- 
nent , than to entertain any hard thoughts of your mo- 
al CharaQer, which every.Man ought.to be mold. reg- 
der. of. s 

[Theſe are all the Kntle I thoug he AS trouble 
70u. with, upon your. Book Imiculec, Chriſtianity not: 
Myſterious. 

The next thing that appeared in Print,', which was 
{aid-to.be.yours, , was a Preface to the Lyay's Religion. ; 3 
but y yr Name: not being, 8 it, . I,am not certain-1t be; 
long'd to;you,; and. upgn, that. i5xans don mt,thipk my 
ſelt_;obliged to: undertake. an; expreſs Defence of it , 
but ſhall content BY LAU making this. one.obſer- 
vation, upon it,,, wh kl yoke Apthor, will, 
thiok, .ig-lome Dp juſtaty,:you framthat untaward 
conſequence, ſome vt our 5ploys Clergy wers apt,r 
draw. fr o Frord raillery, upon the Þ "Frets py 

long p 


[> who 
Forks hes Fn, «of "og their 4t- I that 
ne. puts who PT the: hogour, of. Ai 
tan and for. whom, you .haye,a.pagticul 
d. eſteem. ,,,?T's,;trus. indeed;yquyar hi 


iſhing, rr Me: c 
Liang ove. oth Ob {ip >Bur of younmm 


with a Man, of an LP, demanc underſtands 
who 1s likewiſe a perſon of {fricþ.,in jel An pig 


beh aliour, and. of _chaft Jewere Mor 5 YR maker, 
your Friend apd d Companion though) 


Sp 


Lia: Preeſy, anc yi 

allow, at to; be .his. proper. Proyints;to teagh;; eel. 
and-who,can blame you.(for giving. a,.pre j 
Tl us 


W en of ſuch fagnant uy extranrAonarg) Merits;? 
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2 wm —_—_ n_— 
of ,your intention 1@cevery/a You'dugias 
I in mind'of an exenſe for-rhofes op, crethings 
you drop now and then againſt the .Priefts;' whicttT 
wanted juſt; before, when + was diſcourfing:with| jou 
upon.this, head:s and that! is, that ron have deat: yo 
freely withnthem ingeoeral, in! onder toexorecheemst 
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thing. extant that is, certainly yaurk; and remains twhe 
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difoctnmerit jn the choice'of thoſe Prieſts you ar pleaſerl 
to:fquburwithigour: good! Worth; and/therefote Fit 

ire|no further into the. reafons at fribtives of your 
lk og'Dr. Paywe.. | - 

All that: Lhe: further thavſirve to/you upon your 
Apology, is that you-ate a' litrle 'to6 much concerniet 
— treatment wank +:w © have-maet: with! WFe/a1d; and 

roma” gowp ner equences of jt. | * 

or” i, bnoftour; and bead of 'a niw Sed, are on] 
— te, pk with ; and' you need not fear but tho 
Gentlemen, who: have. beſtowed this angey Rhetorick 
vpan :you;. when they come::to-be - Betrer'zc med 
with you,” and: coolly :exartiine their words" 
na mp rmerern JI - 
Ca ma 1a EX ns. 
-\. When. they: conlider wett- whit lavidable 
baud! takea-to: rid your RIFcOf the” firft Erronrs ahd 
prejuditewiof your :Hdurdtion,! t thay obably-he 
under.'tho-7 [tear] la ar re tn t towing 
EE qors Retgioe ammgh! And 
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rigidly accbrding'to the Lerter ; he had heard of a' 
many ? Herericke are ended in --:-i/ts. arid -:=-2aps, 


he thoughit ir pr ort way Y : 
Gentle 7 and. Ak in and Hot Favre 
woured you ire their Converſation, co call the Totanalſts. 
'Burt this is a liberry that was atva s allowedt6 Oratburs, 
and therefhre you 7 ably be, fure of keeping your Nathie 
-within ts juſt dimenſions for., the” future ,  otwith- 
Ks the Rel ff f Diubliz Aid -ohke. In a. Pig 
ro Wky. take bold Foal Tay: Blerg jr.” 
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s and does ;-an am. ve £/ 
- ml now be Bred ro. go byi:anew fs, "7 
pon Me; £0 Judge, at all of; your, end, and ; PRETIEIPP in 
VWiring. t.. you: havealready, . rinted, :.. For. upon 
pe ormation I. ; 6g been al l6,to Wir, 
Nil rent _inquiry,.: 1 find that the common. Opinion, 
the orld, and even that of your particular acquaint- 
ance, Is fuch as renders what f am, inclined to urge in 
your Defence "perfeQly ..ineffeft efteQual. And. therefore, 
I'will gb e chig'gccaſion to To Fre gon how\the mat- 
649, A ſet hin ends,when you arethe 
ub JE ri puts: me ; upon 
Ants up of Air, -20 ſide .my LY 
DG. the talk of V, eracity, Breeding, Diſcretion, or 
any ſuch, cialifica cations as. thyſe, I wave the, OH: as 
being foreign a the ; purpoſe : But when they. tell me 


f , De. : Lei 
YOu, are, Fas 14 ro fo Brie or, at; b bk 
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PATTON [canty 'Reve when. 
To 4s yu rieſts, 2 ſome of the. bigotted 

& rid by them, have this Opjajon of Ho 

Broth h [i fs ' emſclves take you. to bel their 

PR, that, the Libertives are ond of you,an — pr. 
ou, a5 ons or their Party againſt all e;tab/ forms of 
0n 3 nd that this cannot be only an artifice of 
thei ko make their-ſtrength , appear; more formidable, 
u have faid ſuch thi en in their Coe " AS 


ESE 

ive them ſafficient reaſon 2674 you of. their, 

Fjments ; Tam, prelled with ſich: accounts 
3 el er Fl ord very difficult for me 


o contre hoy - D, that owns the. leaſt tirtle of 
atural Religion, can \ publickly.: and ſolemnly profeſs to 
the 


>\W6rld'thar he is? fietily perſwaded of.che Truth of 
the Chri7i4» Religion, and the Seriprares, when at: the 
me tine he does: not really and {incerely believe any 
ing of theta 5 and therefore. ſince [you--have:made 
ena profefion'as! this, - I' think my felf obliged eol bei 
_ lieve you far and upoirthae accoubr; :fhouldchuſe 
rather 'to' ſuppoſe thar your 1ntimateconverſation;with 
Deiſts and Libertines, and your ſeeming complitnce 
with' ſore of their ders was by a :miſtaken policy 
Ccarfie& bn,' and 'cominned owirh"ac defigat of winni 
tet over tothe Chri/ti2n FZrh this; I:telb thetn,,? 
tat milich'rathe? imagine, than' make your beHaviotr 
an Argument for calling your- own Chriſtranity in 
queſtion: "But> Wit ly! {bme-.ſeemingi:cootempt! of :my 
pine/ Charityg they anſwer me, -that:fifce I muſt be 
forced to call you Fool or Dei, they believe youbwould 
be beftiptedfed.withthe latter 'Fitle;- and they wotder 
Tihouls be unadquain:ed with the methods, uſe 
theEhefnlesof bub Religibn,;asnor to-know its airy 
'Artifice with rhenv ro write booty; and to cover-tHiem- 
ſelves- with'the profeſſion-of. Religion, in. order to un- 
dermine ir more ſecurely, and give their impiety an 
eaſier vent; ior the truth of which obtervation they 
quote Mr. B/ount, who in 12 Oracles af Reaſou piainly 
owns himſelf a Dei/t, and yet when he publiſhed his 
Philoſtratus, he would have pretended to take it very 
ill, -ifyouthad ſaid Hhewagniot in earneſt in all the enco- 
miums he there beſtows upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
and his noe Saviour ; though at the ſame time it 
was his deſign to have you believe: him not 1n earneſt. 
Something I remember I faid to! this, but you being 
the beſt judge of your own intention, and the neceſſity 
of your own vindication in this matter, I ſhall leave 


the further reply to you. D Excuſe 


A.' Defence, KC. 
"nth os wo fx having detained, you thus ic 
with a Defence, w per ps you may not very W 
bike, om never ſo well meant: But I thought T 
ve you fuch impartial juſtice to. the 'orld, 
if I THY ſhewed my ſelf fo blind and paſſionate a. Feinnd, 
as to. over-look al faults, and juſtify. every thing _ 
the ſame degree of Zeal. I am afraid my 
condudt in this _— ſo different from the uſual 4 
haviour —— thoſe w! in. the ſervice of a Friend, 
or-a cauſe, mayigive wh vey obs that iny 
ficad of defending. you, I have been expoſing you all 
this while to your Adverſaries ; and; the-ſame 4 bg 
louſy you know. ſome people. have entertaingd of, ſeve- 
ral that have. ſeemingly writ in the Defence of Religion ; 
but I can affure them that their 1 picions are as ill- 
grounded here as there. 
To-be ferious and plain with you, I have made as 
a Defence for you as I could; for my-life ; an 


h, I think at preſent, 'tis as good as. the. ſub 
7) 6h yer Theartily wiſh you may. make a. 
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= your. ſelf ; in expeQation of which I profeſs. my 
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